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persons inadequately equipped for their task, he replied by
sending a copy of the Nicene Creed.

Malines, the affairs of the Church, and family events shared
his interests. After 1922, when Temple Newsam was handed
over to the City of Leeds,* he spent nearly all his time at Hickle-
ton and Garrowby, with occasional visits to London and a few
weeks every year at Bovey Tracey, where 'the past lives almost
more for me that it does anywhere else'5 and where he was still
able to enjoy some of the familiar walks.

He took the greatest pleasure in the political career of his son.
In 1922 the Coalition Government fell, and Edward became
President of the Board of Education in Mr. Bonar Law's ad-
ministration. CI cannot even imagine what my Father and
Mother and your Aunt Emily must be feeling/ Halifax wrote
to him. Next year there was another General Election and
Labour was in office for the first time, to his disgust, as he was
strongly of opinion that the leaders of the Labour Party were
usurpers in the business of government. When the Conserva-
tives returned in 1924, Edward went to the Board of Agricul-
ture, but not for long. In October 1925 he was asked if he
would go to India as Viceroy. The invitation involved a diffi-
cult decision, since, apart from the separation from Garrowby
and (for much of the time) from his children, he could hardly
expect that, at the end of five years, his father, who was
already eighty-six, would be alive to welcome him home.

On October xoth Halifax wrote to his son:

The decision must depend upon what, as far as you can judge,
is God's Will for you, and that again can only be ascertained by
the light which comes to a conscience that is inspired by the
single desire of doing, so far as one can, what is God's Will for us

*The principal feature of the ceremony was a speech by Halifax in which
he delightfully described the past history of Temple Newsam and his own
associations with the house.